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This has always been
a place of learning.

The University of Queensland acknowledges
the Traditional Owners and Custodians of the
lands on which we meet. 

We pay our respects to their Ancestors and
their descendants, who continue cultural and
spiritual connections to Country. 

We recognise their valuable contributions to
Australian and global society. 



I am not here to provide answers.

I am here to ask questions,
and to give you new things to think about.

You know your own classrooms best.
Take what works and leave the rest.

stance 1



We don’t need to overhaul – 
we can reframe.

We must be realistic about
what we can and can’t do in the classroom. 

Tools and access levels constantly change.
How can we maintain stability?

stance 2



https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00146-025-02783-z
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00146-025-02783-z


https://www.uts.edu.au/news/2026/03/experts-warn-unstructured-ai-use-in-schools-risks-cognitive-atrophy/contentassets/ai-cognitive-offloading-and-implications-for-education.pdf
https://www.uts.edu.au/news/2026/03/experts-warn-unstructured-ai-use-in-schools-risks-cognitive-atrophy/contentassets/ai-cognitive-offloading-and-implications-for-education.pdf


Being able to undertake ‘good’ thinking (?) that builds
arguments, reflects on and evaluates information and sources,
and doesn’t rush to conclusions.

But also, giving attention to critical questions of power, situating
information and sources their respective contexts.

Being able to understand, assess, and apply information
for the effective completion of tasks.

FUNCTIONAL

CRITICAL

adapted from ‘literacy’ - preliminary working definitions only



https://uqschoolsnet.com.au/ai-in-action
https://critical-thinking.project.uq.edu.au/


https://www.timeshighereducation.com/campus/what-happened-creativity-classroom
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/campus/what-happened-creativity-classroom


A creative idea is ‘one which is novel, surprising,
and valuable (interesting, useful, beautiful...’

‘Novelty’ comes about through:
(1) fresh combinations of familiar ideas,
(2) exploring and tweaking existing ideas, or
(3) transforming one or more dimensions
of those existing ideas.

Margaret A. Boden. 1998. Creativity and artificial intelligence. Artificial Intelligence, 103(1-2): 347-356.  https://doi.org/10.1016/S0004-3702(98)00055-1.

https://doi.org/10.1016/S0004-3702(98)00055-1
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A critical creativity studies then would raise issues of
how power-structures affect creativity; would celebrate the

creativity of marginalized individuals and unsuitable or illicit creativity;
would continuously stay alert to the possibility of alternative forms
of creativity; would expose the propagandistic and ideological uses

of creativity; would critique managerialist uses and corporate misuses
of creativity, just to mention a few new openings.

By doing so, a critical creativity studies could develop our
understanding of how creativity affects contemporary society
both through its own functioning and in being marshalled by

other societal forces (such as institutional, political, or corporate ones).

Christian De Cock, Alf Rehn, and David Berry. 2013. For a critical creativity: the radical imagination of Cornelius Castoriadis.
In: Handbook of Research on Creativity, ed. by Kerry Thomas and Janet Chen. Cheltenham: Edward Elgar, pp. 150-161 (pp. 159-160). 



https://doi.org/10.1080/01972243.2011.583819
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.acalib.2024.102852
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3A+An+Introduction-p-9781509562169; discount code DST30

https://doi.org/10.1080/17404622.2025.2516227
https://www.wiley.com/en-au/Digital+Storytelling%3A+An+Introduction-p-9781509562169
https://www.wiley.com/en-au/Digital+Storytelling%3A+An+Introduction-p-9781509562169


irrelevant
unhinged

absurd

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/campus/what-happened-creativity-classroom


bewilderment
discomfort

friction
uncertainty
vagueness

The goal here is not productivity or efficiency.
The goal is education, not employment.



https://www.uts.edu.au/news/2026/03/experts-warn-unstructured-ai-use-in-schools-risks-cognitive-atrophy/contentassets/ai-cognitive-offloading-and-implications-for-education.pdf
https://www.uts.edu.au/news/2026/03/experts-warn-unstructured-ai-use-in-schools-risks-cognitive-atrophy/contentassets/ai-cognitive-offloading-and-implications-for-education.pdf


Is use of AI the best way to
(safely) induce cognitive struggle?

How can we critically create with AI?
How can we critically create about AI?

We have limited time, but time is what we need.
How can we ensure sure that

we’re using our time well?
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